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Rules on how to interact with Non-Muslims 



Terminology used in this Book 

1. Rubb : Some prefer to translate the term ' Rubb ' into 
'Lord.' Beside the fact that the latter is a Biblical term 
referring to the alleged lordship of the slave of Allah, 
Prophet Jesus, the word ‘lord’ which is limited to 
‘master’, 'chief, ‘proprietor’, or 'ruler', can never convey 
the conclusive signification of the term ' Rubb '. Among 
other signification, the term ' Rubb ' means, the Creator, 
the Fashioner, the Provider, the One upon Whom all 
creatures depend for their means of subsistence, and the 
One Who gives life and causes death. 

2. Deen: The word translated as religion is 'Deen', which 
in Arabic commonly refers to a way of life, which is both 
private and public. It is an inclusive term meaning: acts 
of worship, political practice, and a detailed code of 
conduct, including hygiene or etiquette matters. 

3. [M] SaVlaVlaaho a'laihi wa sal'lam. Some translate it 
as peace be upon him. This translation is incorrect; the 
correct translation is, may Allah exalt his mention, and 
render him and his household safe and secure from every 
derogatory thing. 

4. [4&] Radi Allahu anhu. This means: ‘with whom 
Allah is pleased.’ It is said when the Companions name’s 
are mentioned. 
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I begin with the name of Allah , the Most Merciful the 

Beneficent 

All praise is due to Allah, Rubb of the worlds, and may 
Allah exalt the mention of his Prophet, Muhammad, and 
render him and his household and companions safe from 
every derogatory thing. 

The aim of this booklet is to educate new Muslims 
about laws that pertain to non-Muslims in matters of 
Aqeedah (creed) and Fiqh (Jurisprudential Law) and the 
stance one should acquire from them, and how he should 
interact with non-Muslims in his country, and other 
related issues. 

I have written this in response to the request of the 
brothers from Sulai Da’wah Office in Riyadh who felt it 
was important to clarify these rulings to new Muslims in 
a concise and inclusive way. 

Who is a Non-Muslim? 

He is the one who disbelieves in the Message of our 
Prophet Muhammad M or does not believe in a pillar of 
the Deen or something known by necessity therein. 
Legally, they are called: ‘ Kaafir 
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Types of non-Muslims 

First Type: A person who is non-Muslim openly and 
privately. They are known as ‘Obvious Kaafir’. Obvious 
Kaafirs can be categorized into two categories: 

First Category: Original Kaafirs. They are the ones 
who have not accepted Islam previously. This 
category includes People of the Book, Majians, and 
others. They have specific rules which vary according 
to their religions. 

Second Category: Apostates. They are the ones who 
accepted Islam, and then apostatized; whether they 
accepted Islam after the age of puberty or were raised 
as Muslims or their fathers were Muslims and then 
later, they apostatized. 

Second Type: Those who openly show that they are 
Muslims, when in fact they conceal Kafir (disbelief) in 
their hearts. They are called hypocrites ( munafiq ). 
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Creedal Rulings 

1. Rulings pertinent to the Hereafter. 

The one who dies as a non-Muslim would be from either 
of the two types mentioned below: 

First Type: One who is not charged with religious 
duties, such as the insane, and child who has not reached 
the age of puberty. The scholars are at variance regarding 
their rule in the Hereafter. Some of them stated that Allah 
would judge them according to His knowledge... for He 
indeed knows who of them would accept Islam, and who 
of them would reject it had they been sane or had they 
reached the age of puberty. This opinion is weak, for 
Allah only holds the slave accountable for that which he 
actually did. 

Some scholars said that they would enter Jannah 
(Heavenly Abode) and would be treated similarly to 
insane Muslims and their children. 

Other scholars said that they would be tested by Allah 
similar to the ‘People of Fatrah ’ who lived in the period 
wherein Allah did not send a Prophet 1 , neither was there 
a correct Deen. The last two opinions are more correct 
than the first opinion. 

Second Type: He has reached the age of puberty, 
wherewith the duties of Islam would be charged upon 
him. These non-Muslims are of two categories. 



1 This is the period between P 

.rophet Eesa (Jesus) and Prophet Muhammad 
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First Category: Those who heard about Islam in an 
appropriate manner, such that they understand it, 
know its basic beliefs, and laws, and then refuse to 
accept it. These would enter the Fire and dwell therein 
forever. Allah H says: 

^Surely those who disbelieve from among the 
followers of the Book and the polytheists shall be 
in the Fire of Hell, abiding therein; they are the 
worst of men.) (98:6) 

And He '§§- says: 

<(And (as for) those who disbelieve, for them is the 
fire of Hell. Neither will it have a complete killing 
effect on them so that they die, nor shall its 
torment be lightened for them. Thus do We requite 
every disbeliever.) (35:36) 

Second Category: He who has not heard of Islam or 
it was conveyed to him in an inappropriate manner, 
such that he could not discern truth from falsehood, 
nor could he search for the truth. These people are 
called ‘Ahlul-Fatrah ’ (i.e. People of the Period). Allah 
would test them in the Hereafter, by creating for them 
what seems to be Fire, which is in fact Jannah. He 
would ask them to enter it, whoever obeys Him would 
certainly be a Muslim, and would enter Jannah. 
Whoever disobeys Him is a disbeliever and would 
enter Hell-Fire. The proof of this is in the words of 
Allah H: 
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\And We never punish until We have sent a 
Messenger (to give warning).) (17:15) 

Even though every Kaafir would dwell in Hell-Fire, 
their punishments vary according to the level of their 
disbelief, and enmity towards the Truth. Whoever’ s 
enmity and disbelief is more relentless would be 
punished more severely. 

The hypocrites would receive the most severe and 
painful torment in the Hereafter, due to the severity of 
their disbelief and their danger upon the Muslims. Allah 
H says: 

Verily the hypocrites will be in the lowest depth of 
the Fire; no helper will you find for them.) (4:145) 
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2. Rulings pertinent to this world 

1 st Ruling: One must believe that every religion other 
than the Deen of Islam is Kufr (infidelity) and that only 
Islam would be accepted in the Hereafter. Allah H says: 

^And whoever seeks a Deen other than Islam, it 
will never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter 
he will be one of the losers.) (3:85) 

One must believe that all non-Muslims are Kaafir, no 
matter what religion they adhere to, and that they are 
misguided. Allah H says: 

<Is he then whose bosom Allah has opened for the 
acceptance of Islam, so that he possesses a light 
from his Rubb , like him who is groping in the 
darkness of disbelief? Woe, then to those whose 
hearts are hardened against the remembrance of 
Allah! They are in manifest error.) (39:22) 

Muslims should apply what they can of the rules that 
are pertinent to non-Muslims. 

They should firmly believe that if non-Muslims die 
upon Kufr, while the Message of Islam reached them in 
an appropriate manner such that the evidence has been 
established against them, they are certainly from the 
People of the Fire even if they are People of the Book. 
The proof of this is in the Hadeeth of Abu Hurairah <#> 
that the Prophet H said: 



8 




Rules on how to interact with Non-Muslims 



‘By the One in whose hands is my life, no one from 
this Ummah whether Jew or Christian who hears 
of me and does not believe in what I have been sent 
with, except that he is from the People of the Fire.’ 

(Muslim) 

2 nd Ruling: The incumbency of disowning and 

disavowing the disbelievers and their nations, and to 
show enmity to them both openly and privately without 
differentiating between them. The reason for this is that 
they have rejected the right of Allah which is to worship 
Him alone and not associating any partners to Him, and 
they have rejected the Message of our Prophet ft. Allah 
H says: 

^There is a good model for you in Ibraheem and 
those with him, when they said to their people, ‘We 
have nothing to do with you and with that which 
you worship beside Allah. We disbelieve all that 
you believe. There has arisen enmity and hatred 
between us and you forever, until you believe in 
Allah alone.) (60:4) 

Allah 'If- says: 

<(0 you who believe! Take not those for friends 
who make a jest and sport of your religion from 
among those who were given the Book before you, 
and the disbelievers. And fear Allah if you are 
believers.) 

(5:57) 
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Allah H says: 

<{0 you who believe! Take not the Jews and the 
Christians for friends. They are friends one to 
another. And whoso among you takes them for 
friends is indeed one of them. Verily, Allah guides 
not the unjust people.) ( 5 : 51 ) 

Hating and showing enmity to them should be done 
proportionately according to their disbelief and enmity to 
Islam. 

To disavow them means to be displeased with them and 
their nations and to be displeased with their residing on 
the falsehood. To hate them denotes hating them from a 
religious perspective or to love them without reason 
which would mean loving and being pleased with their 
disbelief or giving precedence to their love over the love 
of Allah. As for loving them for a worldly purpose or for 
a certain reason such as the love a person holds for his 
father or a husband for his wife or a colleague for his 
colleague who is well mannered, and the one who is kind 
for his kindness, there is no sin in this. 

To show enmity to them means hating them and not 
taking them as friends by helping them against the 
Muslims whether physically, monetarily, verbally or 
otherwise. 

3 rd Ruling: It is prohibited to imitate any of them in their 
specific customs such as baptizing children in church, or 
celebrating their religious holidays, such as Christmas. It 
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is also prohibited for a person to imitate them in their 
manner of dress, and appearance and holding festivals 
similar to their festivals such as birthdays, and wedding 
anniversaries. 

Allah i§. says: 

<(Say, O People of the Book! Exceed not the limits 
in the matter of your religion unjustly, nor follow 
the evil inclinations of a people who went astray 
before and caused many to go astray, and who 
have strayed away from the Right Path.) (5:77) 

Allah !§. also says: 

you who believe! Be not like those who have 
disbelieved...) (3:156) 

The Prophet M said: 

‘Whoever imitates a people he is from them. 

(Abu Dawood) 
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Rulings Pertinent to Non-Muslims in Matters of 
Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) 

1 st Category: Rules that are pertinent to non-Muslims 
in acts of worship: 

All acts of worship are subject to a general rule ...acts 
of worship would not be accepted from a non-Muslim. 
Allah '§§- says: 

<(And nothing has deprived them of the acceptance 
of their contributions save that they disbelieve in 
Allah and His Messenger. And they come not to 
Prayer except lazily and they make no 
contribution save reluctantly.) (9:54) 

Islam is the main condition for the acceptance of acts of 
worship... even though this is a prerequisite for the 
acceptance of good deeds, they are charged with the acts 
of worship, and would be punished for not doing them. 
Allah H says: 

^What has brought you into the Fire of Hell? They 
will say, ‘We were not of those who offered 
prayers, nor did we feed the poor.) (74:42-44) 

Therefore, the first thing a Muslim should call a Kaafir 
to, is to enter the folds of Islam, which is accomplished 
by uttering the two Testimonies of Faith. This is what the 
Prophet H advised Mu’aadth with when he sent him to 
Yemen. He M said: 
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‘You will be approaching People of the Book, so let 
the first thing you call them to be the Testimony, 
that there is no true god worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, and that Muhammad is the last 
Messenger...’ (Agreed Upon) 
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Rules that are pertinent to non-Muslims in 
Taharah (cleanliness) and Salah (prayers): 

First of All: Allah H- says: 

«(0 you who believe! Surely, the idolaters are 
unclean.) (9:28) 

The preponderant opinion is that the meaning of ‘filth’ 
in this verse refers to spiritual filth which is acquired 
through disbelief in Allah, and not the actual filth. That is 
why it is lawful for a Muslim to marry women from the 
People of the Book who are Muhsanah 2 , and for men to 
shake the hands of their men if they greet us. It is also 
lawful to wear clothes that they have tailored, and even 
those that they have worn, as long as no filth has touched 
it, similar to the clothes of Muslims. 

Second of All: Using Non-Muslims’ utensils. These 
utensils can be categorized into two categories. 

First. Utensils which are made from unlawful material, 
such as dog or pig skin, or utensils made from gold or 
silver, or it is stolen or taken by force. . .it is not lawful to 
use these things. Had these items (made from such things 
and acquired in similar way) belonged to Muslims they 
would be unlawful to use as well, so by right, things that 
belong to non-Muslims are unlawful to use as well. 



i.e. a chaste woman who has not committed fornication nor does she 
approve of it. 
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Second : Utensils which are made from pure material 
such as rock, wood, other metals or glass. If a Muslim 
buys these things when new, using them is lawful. The 
ruling varies if non-Muslims use these items to cook, eat 
and drink from them. 

a. If it is considered that they do not use these 
utensils for unlawful drinks and food, then it is lawful to 
use directly without washing them. Jabir b. Abdullah 
said: 

‘We would accompany the Messenger of Allah 
and acquire utensils of the polytheists, and we 
would use them, and he would not blame us for 
that.’ (Ahmed & Abu Dawood) 

b. If it is considered that they use these utensils to cook 
their meats and drink their unlawful beverages and a 
Muslim can get utensils besides these ones, then it is 
unlawful for him to use them. If he cannot find any other 
utensils, then he should purify them to remove the traces 
of filth, after that he can use them. The proof of this is in 
the Hadeeth of Abu ThaTabah al-Khushani that he 
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah we live in a land of the (in 
which majority of people are) People of the 
Book. . .should we eat from their utensils? The Messenger 
of Allah said: 

‘If you find other utensils then do not eat from 
their utensils. But if you cannot find any other 
utensils then wash them and use them.’ (Bukhari) 



15 




Rules on how to interact with Non-Muslims 



c. If a person is doubtful, he should wash the utensils. 
According to the above, it is lawful to perform prayers 
using their clothing and carpet which are pure and lawful. 

Third: When a person accepts Islam he should take a 
bath as in the Hadeeth of Qais b. Aa’sim. When he 
accepted Islam Prophet §§, ordered him to take a bath with 

water and Sidr (leaves from Lote tree).’ (Ahmed, Nasa’ee, 
Tirmidthi, Abu Dawood) 

A Muslim can force his Christian or Jewess wife to 
bathe after she becomes pure from her menstruation and 
post-natal bleeding, and to cleanse herself from urine in 
observance of his complete rights, even though she 
should take a bath in any case. 

Fourth: When a person enters the folds of Islam, he 
should be circumcised even if he is elderly, except if he 
fears that he would die or become terminally ill. In this 
case, it is not compulsory to circumcise in order to 
protect his body and self. Circumcision is a Sunnah 
which the Messengers adhered to. Ibraheem SSil 
circumcised himself when he was 80 years old. 

Fifth: It is not lawful to perform prayers in temples or 
places of worship which do not belong to Muslims, such 
as churches, synagogues, and Houses of Fire. It is only 
lawful to perform prayers in these places in dire 
situations, such that a Muslim cannot find any other place 
to pray, such that he is held captive therein. If he can 
remove the pictures and statues in front of him he should 
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